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OpenEdition Freemium Programme
An Economic Model for Open and Sustainable Publishing

• Open Access for all readers

• Libraries at the heart of the programme

• Publishers/journals that benefit  

   from revenue

OpenEdition Freemium 
Objectives

• PDF & ePub formats

• On-site and remote access

• Discoverability in library tools

• COUNTER 5 statistics

• Support and training, etc. 

Library

• Community-led

• Non-profit

• Social Sciences and Humanities

• Peer-reviewed content

• Diamond Open Access: APC/BPC-free

OpenEdition 
Core principles

• Subscription at transparent costs to  

   support Open Access, with no DRM   

   and no download quotas 

• Opportunity to play an active role in  

   disseminating knowledge

• Specially designed services

Library 
Benefits

OpenEdition  
Freemium

Number of journals/ebooks and proportion by access policy

+15% increase in the proportion of OA books   

+11,889 books in OA over 2013-2025

87% in OA, as a result

+46% increase in the proportion of OA journals 
+361 journals in OA over 2013-2025

89% in OA, as a result

Premium services

www.openedition.org/freemium           access@openedition.org           +33 413 94 96 51/59 

Progress 
of Open Access 

2013-2025

Since 2013, OpenEdition Programmme 
revenue = €9.93 million 
more than €6.36 million for publishers

€6.36  
million

Purchasing 15 ebooks  
funds the online publication of 1 ebook

1 subscription to Freemiun ebooks  
funds the online publication (ETP SSH 
3,000) of 18 ebooks

Average production cost per book (1)  
€8,000  
including online e-book publication 
€500

+1 
+18 
ebooks

No maintenance fees  
on OpenEdition€0

+2.5
articles

1 subscription to freemium ejournals  
(ETP SSH 3,000)  
funds the production of approximately  
2.5 articles

Average production cost per journal 
article (2) 
€1,330  
including online issue publication 
€500

Increased usage  
• Change of scale 
• Discoverability in libraries
• 65 to 90% of non-academic usage (4)

65

90% 
to

€
33.4%

66.6%

Libraries

OA all formats Restricted accessOA FreemiumOA all formats Restricted accessOA Freemium
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OpenEdition est une Unité d’appui et de recherche du CNRS,  
d’Aix-Marseille Université, de l’EHESS et d’Avignon Université.

(1) « Financement d’un livre en accès ouvert», FNSO 2 projet SO 
PUR, https://pur-editions.fr/page/131/science-ouverte 
 
 

(2) Odile Contat et Anne-Sotweig Gremillet, « Publier : à quel prix  ? 
Étude sur la structuration des coûts de publication pour les revues 
françaises en SHS », Revue française des sciences de l’information et de 
la communication [En ligne], 712015, https://doi.org/10.4000/rfsic.1716 
 

(3) The HTML format is available to all readers wortdwide, while PDF 
and ePub formats can be downloaded without DRM or download  
quotas by users from partner institutions. 
 
 

(4) https://encyclo.ouvrirlascience.fr/fr/articles/usages-science-
ouverte/


